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With Course Discussions, you can enter topics for your students to discuss, deliberate, or debate in an interactive online 
conversation.  Each Discussion has threaded commenting that enables students to respond to other posts. 

 

1. Point your cursor at the spot where you 
want to add the discussion and wait for the 
green dotted line to display. Click it to 
expand a dropdown menu you can use to 
add content to the folder. 

Alternatively, click the Add Materials menu 
in the folder. 

2.  Select Add Discussion. 

3. Title the discussion, and add optional 
instructions in the Description field. 

4. Click the icons in the bottom-left corner of the Rich 
Text Editor to add files, links, Schoology resources, 
or audio/visual recordings. 

5. Assign a Due Date to add the discussion to the 
Calendar. 

6. Enable grading, and choose a scale or rubric. 

7. Choose from Advanced Features. 

8. Click Create to save the Discussion. 

9. To edit an existing discussion, click the gear icon    
(in the upper-right corner of the page).  

 

   
Assign to one or more students. 

   
Align to a standard or other  
learning objective. 

   
Lock the discussion so students can’t 
submit after a specified date. 

   
Display the discussion to students. 

  

  

Require students to add a post before seeing 
what others have posted. (Helpful in avoiding 
copycat posts.) 

Note: Two additional advanced features are 
available only when you create a Discussion: 

   Sharing the discussion. 

   Copying the discussion to a different course. 
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Required fields are marked with an 
asterisks. You won’t be able to save 
your discussion until you’ve filled 

in these fields. 
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 Exit Ticket  
Wrap up your day with a quick discussion to check 
for understanding.  

 Do Now  
Find out what your students already know about a 
given topic by assigning them a quick discussion at 
the beginning of class. 

 Predictions  
Post a picture or a passage from selected text.  
Prompt students to make predictions about what 
will happen next. 

 Text Evidence  
Find text evidence to support a claim.  

 Graphic Sources 
Use maps, graphs, charts, diagrams, and 
photos to build context and aide your 
visual learners.  

 Real Time Conversations  
Use the discussion to maintain an ongoing 
conversation during a video or read aloud. 

 Current Events 
Spark a lively debate about current events. 

 Historical Events 
How does the past influence the present? 

 Field Trips  
Prime student thinking before taking a field trip.  

 


